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Dictionary 


By Liz Ciancone 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


What do the American Heritage 
Dictionary, the Bible, Doris Day's 
autobiography, former president 
Jimmy Carter's memoirs and "The 
Diary of Anne Frank" have in 
common? 

They all have made the 1984-85 
list of banned books and will be 
featured in a banned-books exhibit 
at the Vigo County Public Library 
Sept. 9-24 in observation of Banned 
Books Week. 

*We want to call public attention 
to the quality of books which make 
some groups' banned list," said 
library director Betty Martin. 

The 31-page list of banned books 


1905 


published by the American Library 
Association is culled from lists 
prepared by groups of censors at 
home and abroad. 

Cooperating libraries and 
bookstores throughout Indiana are 
observing the week to call attention 
to a threat of censorship in schools 
and libraries and to reaffirm the 
principales of the First Amend- 
ment's guarantees of freedom of 
speech and press. 

The American Heritage Dic- 
tionary has been pulled from school 
libraries in Anchorage, Alaska, 
Cedar Lake, Ind., Eldon, Mo., and 
Folsom, Calif., because of “objec- 
tionable language." 

The Bible has been under attack 
since 1534 when Papal authorities 
burned Martin Luthers transla- 
tion. Russia rooted the Bible out of 
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publication entirely between 1926 
and 1956 and тоге recently 
American fundamentalists groups 
have banned the "Revised Stan- 
dard Version." 

Russia doesn't like Jimmy 
Carter’s "Keeping Faith" because 
they say it's "anti Soviet." Doris 
Day's book was removed from two 
Alabama  high-school 
because of its "shocking" contents 
"in light of Miss Days All- 
American image," but it has been 
reinstated on a restricted basis. 

The Alabama Textbook Commit- 
tee objected to "The Diary of Anne 
Frank" not only because of what 
several parents called "sexually 
offensive passages," but also 
because the title is “а real downer." 

The list also includes the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel "The 
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Color Purple,” “Gone With the 
Wind,” “Of Mice and Men” and 
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” 

Censored children's books in- 
clude "The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff,” the Newbery Award-win- 
ning “A Wrinkle in: Time" and two 
best-selling books of children’s 
poetry, “A Light in the Attic” and 
“Where the Sidewalk Ends.” 

Banned Books Weck, Sept. 7-14, 
is sponsored by the American 
Library Association, the American 
Booksellers Association, the As- 
sociation of American Publishers, 
the American Society of 
Journalists and Authors, the Na- 
tional Association of College Stores 
and is endorsed by the Center for 
the Book of the Library of Con- 
gress. * 
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Money issues ium library board agenda 
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Monday's meeting of the Vigo 
County Public Library board at at 
7 p.m. in the lower level of the Main 
Library. 

Board members are to act on 
resolutions appealing tax-levy 
limits and on use of a Library 
Construction Fund. 

Board attorney Guille Cox had 
been asked to seek an opinion from 
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the attorney general’s office con- 
cerning the construction money. 

An additional appropriation of 
$17,264 in state funds will be 
discussed in a public hearing. 

The state has questioned the 
board’s position that the system is 
connected with the new library. 
The resolution to come before the 
board is expected to clarify the 
legal stat the Fi 


‘Community Affairs File 


TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


се. J- L: 
VCPL book taik 
series to resume 


Discussion and group leaders 
for the Vigo County Public 
Library's "Let's Talk About It” 
book discussion series have been 
named. 

Programs begin Sept. 23, with 
subsequent discussions on the 
theme “Not For Children Only" 
set for Oct. 7 and 21 and Nov. 4 
The series includes six children's 
classics to be read and con- 
sidered from an adult point of 
view. 

Each program wil be in- 
troduced [у a presenter. Partici- 
pants then will adjourn to form | 
small discussion groups led by 
experienced discussion leaders. 

Presenters include Elizabeth 
Weller, professor emeritus of 
library science at Indiana State 
University; and professors 
Vonita Gibbs, David Waterman 
and William McCarthy, all facul- 
ty members in the Department of 
Early Childhood Education at 
ISU. 

| 
| 


Discussion leaders are David 
Delaney, Pat Loftus, Nina Bab- 
cock and Sabra Stockey. 

To гат for the series, call 
VCPL Me. up ANT. Office, 
232.1113 V0fnmunity Affairs F 
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to staye off 
state agency 


By Liz Ciancone 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


EN Ба 0а. 70 o O чс E 

The Vigo County library board acted 
Monday to possibly lay to rest any 
problems remaining between the board 
and the state Board of Accounts. 

How to spend $68,000 remaining in the 
library's construction fund has been a bone 
of contention between the library board 
and the Board of Accounts for the past two 


ears. 
The money has been gathering interest 
in that account for five years. State 
examiners insist that amount of time is too 
long, and the money must now revert to 
the bond-redemption fund to help repay 
bonds sold to finance the new library. 

The library board said its intentions 
have always been to purchase an 
automated circulation system and that the 
bonds were sold to build and equip the new 
library. The purchase of the system has 
been deferred only because suitable equip- 
ment was not available. 

The board adopted two separate resolu- 
tions prepared by board attorney Guille 
Cox. The first reaffirms the board's intent 
to use the money for an automated 
circulation system and includes an exhibit 
detailing equipment to be purchased and 
the cost. Since the total cost of $75,249 
exceeds the amount remaining in the 
construction fund, the balance would 
either be pared from the equipment list or 
come from a capital-improvement budget. 

The second resolution protects the board 
in the event the state Board of Accounts 
moves to prevent the use of construction 
funds to prevent the purchase. Cox said 
the resolution provides for using library 
improvement reserve funds or capital 
funds to repay the construction fund. 

Money is also at issue in a third 
resolution approved by the board Monday. 
The 1986 library budget calls for $1.8 
million — an estimated $200,000 more 
than state limits. 

State law permits a library to appeal the 
limit every three years, library director 
Betty Martin told the board. The appeal 
will be based on salary equity, increasing 
utility costs, need for access to data base 
information, building maintenance needs 
and increasing costs of library materials. 
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Library board says 


4°? 
it'I|appeal budget: «ut 

Board members of the Vigo 
County Public Library met in a 
special meeting Monday night to 
approve a petition which appealed 
for relief from action of the Vigo 
County Tax Adjustment Board. 

The appeal routinely occurs each 
year, according to Betty C. Martin, 
library director. 

The library's advertised budget 

2 is put together during the summer 
Оз from estimated figures. Because 
the budget was over the legal limit, 
: the Tax Adjustment Board cut the 
№ library budget by $238,000, accord- 
Ping to a staff member in Martin's 
office. 
^ The appeal then is brought to the 
}~ attention of the state Board of Tax 
Commissioners. Martin said the 
appeal puts the library in a 
position with the state Board of 
Tax Commisioners to give the 
library an opportunity for addi- 
tional money from state excise 
taxes or any changes in assessed 
valuation. 

"Usually by November there is 
additional money in miscellaneous 
rene coming to the library," she 
said. 
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Artist of the month 


Wedon Matherly is the 
Wabash__Valley _Art___Guild's- 
artist of the month for October. 
Matherly of 1530 Plum St. is 
shown with his painting which 
will be displayed in the main 
branch of the Vigo County 
Public Library throughout the 
month. The monthly program 
allows the guild to give re- 
cognition to its outstanding 
artists. 


CMAs WV) UC TL 


Vigo Library 


I3 0CT2: 1985 


makes its point 


By Liz Ciancone 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


" 


Vigo County Public Library's 
fencing match with the state Board 
of Accounts has been resolved with 
the home team winning the point. 

Library attorney Guille Cox told 
the library board at Monday's 
meeting that the state board would 
no longer object to the library using 
construction fund money to 
automate its circulation system — 
provided certain conditions were 


met. 

The state board asked Cox to 
write an opinion saying that using 
the money for automated equip- 
ment was legal. The state also 
asked that equipment funds be 
appropriated through normal legal 
channels. 

The state board had contended 
that money remaining in the con- 
struction fund should be turned 
over to a bond interest redemption 
fund to reduce the outstanding 
indebtedness on the library. The 
library board has argued that the 
money has been held pending 
availability of suitable equipment. 

Library Director Betty Martin 
said Tuesday that Cox had 
prepared documentation de- 
monstrating that the decision for 


equipping the library -with an 
automated check-out system was 
made when plans were drawn tc 
construct the library. 

That documentation was 
forwarded to the state Board of 
Accounts through the Indiana At- 
torney General’s office. 

“Gils preparation and attention 
to procedure and detail are what 
turned the tide,” Martin said. 
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of the Vigo County Public Library sits ample, on agricultural producti n. 


at the keyboard of a computer The indiana Information Retrieval 
terminal that links the library with System is based in Bloomington. _— 
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Maybe you're just nosey. Or 
maybe you have a reason for asking 
about the number of flush toilets in 
Clay County in 1970. R 

In the Vigo County Public 
Library you can find out just by 
pushing a few buttons. 
|. The library is part of the Indiana 
Information Retrieval System. The 
main computer — the brains of the 
system — is at Indiana University 
in Bloomington. You can talk to it 
over ordinary telephone lines at no 
charge. 

The system has information 
about the whole state, about each 
of Indiana's 92 counties; and about 
many cities and  multi-county 
areas. Just define the area you're 
interested in and retrieve informa- 
tion about it. f^; 

Want to know about the number 
of farms in 1978 and 1982 in 
Sullivan County, and the average 
size? Or which county in our area 
has the best pupil-teacher ratio for 
grades seven through 12? Here are 
the answers: i 

e There were 7,819 flush toilets 
in Clay County in 1970. Of the 
total, 7,772 were "used by this 
household alone,” and 47 were 
“shared with another household." 

e Sullivan County had 729 farms 
with an average size of 257 acres 
'in in 1978; in 1982 there were 660 
farms with an average size of 280 
acres. From 1978 to 1982, the 
number of farms declined 9.47 
percent, and the average acreage 
increased 8.95 percent. we 

e In 1978 (the most recent 
figures in the system) there were 
117.4 students per teacher in grades 
seven through 12 in Sullivan 
County, 18.8 students per teacher 
in those grades in Greene County, 
19.3 students per teacher in Parke 
County, 20.7 students per tation 
in. Vermillion ees 21.4 aur 
dents per teacher in Clay County, 
and 23.2 students per teacher in 
Vigo Countv. — 
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tes 

сы ie © Book W will be 
celebrated at the м County 
Public libiar today through next 
Saturday with a series of special 
events, culminating next Saturday 
with a program pie resented by 
Bloomington author Pamela 


rvice. 
A first-ever Read-In, “Happy 
Readers," will take place daily in 


the Young People's Library on the 
lower level of the Main Library. 

A quiet corner furnished with 
comfortable chairs and pillows will 
be set aside for children to read and 
parents to read to their preschool 
children. No preregistration is re- 
quired. 

Those reading for at least 15 
minutes at a time will we awarded 
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Mother Goose, Raggedy Ann among those 


a special sticker and become 
eligible for a prize drawing. 
Mother Goose will appear in the 
person of Elaine Liveoak, assistant 
young peoples librarian, at 7 p.m. 
Thursday in Southland branch. 
Mother Goose will present stories, 
songs and crafts pertaining to 
geese. Grade-school children 
especially are invited. : 
Donna Christeson, Meadows 
School kindergarten teacher cos- 
tumed as Raggedy Ann, will tell 
Raggedy Ann stories and share her 
Raggedy Ann collection with 
children from 3 to 4 p.m. next 
Saturday at Plaza North branch. 
Highlight of the week will be 
“Imaginative Tales, Old and New” 


ek 


by Service. we will speak at 10:30 
a.m. in Main Library about the role 
of fantasy, folk literature and fairy 
tales in helping people cope with 
life. 

A reception for the author will 
begin at 10 a.m. Following the 
program she will be available to 
autograph copies of her books, 
including “The Winter of Magic’s 
Return,” a Junior Literary Guild 
selection. Drawing for Read-In 
prizes will take place Saturday 
morning. 

Service’s visit is sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library as the 
highlight of both Children’s Book 
Week and the library’s Let’s Talk 
About It book discussion series. 


Library goes by th 


This month I would like to offer some 
comments on the taxing limits of public 
libraries. The Vigo County Library or- 
iginally advertit budget of $2,559,882 
for 1986. This would have generated a 
$.587 tax rate, which is over the present 
taxing limits for first-class libraries in 
Indiana. The last increase granted 
libraries was enacted by the Legislature in 
1983 when it raised the maximum rate 
from $.45 to $.55. 

The Vigo County Tax Adjustment Board 
cut $239,276 out of the library budget, 
which brought it within the 5 percent limit 
and generated a $.5237 tentative tax rate. 
That is within present taxing limits. The 
Library Board is appealing the cuts to the 
Local Government Control Board in In- 
dianapolis. The hearing on this probably 
will be in early December in Indianapolis. 
No date has yet been set. Libraries can 
appeal for an increase in their taxing limit 
every three years. 

. The Vigo County Public Library's or- 
iginal 1986 budget proposed $1,392, 503 
for salaries and fringes, which is an 11 


percent increase from 1985, $84,900 for 
supplies or a 15 percent increase. The 
budget proposed $403,125 for services 
(utilities, repairs, etc.), which is a 5 percent 
increase; and $280,000 for capital outlays 
(furniture, books and improvements other 
than the building), which represents a 15 
Hn increase in this category. The 
ibrary is 99 percent funded through 
property taxes. Last year the Vigo County 
Library received oniy $17,000 from the 
State in additional funding. 


The Legislature will meet in January 
1986 for a short session, and librarians 
across the state will be meeting with their 
State Representatives in November to try 
to influence changes in the library laws, 
specifically in the areas of funding. Some 
libraries in the northern part of the state 
are already taxing at the $.55 limit. 


The porem in Vigo County, as pointed 
out by library director Betty Martin, is the 
assessed valuation. As an example, a $.01 
tax rate will yield $37,809.95. You arrive 


at this figure by taking Vigo County's 


e book 1 
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Tax talk 


Hedges is ex- 
ecutive director 
of the Vigo Coun- 
ty Taxpayers’ As- 
sociation and 
former deputy 
county auditor. 


By Dolores Hedges 
Special to The Tribune-Star 


assessed valuation of $378,099,550 times 
.01. 


For шоп units to determine their rates 
they must divide the total dollar amount 
they propose to raise by $37,809.95. The 
librarys 1986 budget proposes to raise 
$1,980,378 in taxes, which, divided by 
$37,809.95, yields a $.5237 tax rate. 


n asking third- 
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Vigo County is the 11th largest county 
in Indiana. Porter County (Valparaiso), 
which ranks 10th in the state and is 
similar in size and population, has an 
assessed valuation of $771,585,180. A $.01 
tax rate in Porter County will raise 
$77,158.51. The Vigo County Public 
Library's proposed budget for 1986 would 
need a $.2566 tax rate in Porter County to 
raise the same amount of money 
($1,980,378 divided by $77,158.51 = 
$.2566). 


It becomes apparent that a low assessed 
valuation yields a high tax rate. A well- 
maintained library is an asset to any 
community. However, I wonder if cities 
like Terre Haute with extremely high tax 
rates can afford the increased burden on 
the property taxpayer. 


A tax of $.5237 may seem like a small 
amount but combined with other local 
rates such as county, school corporation, 
airport, townships, civil city and sanitary 
district, the city of Terre Haute (Harrison 
Township) is facing a $15.31 proposed tax 


rate for 1986. 

I agree with Martin that alternative 
forms of funding should be pursued for 
public libraries either in the form of federal 
or increased state aid or possibly increased 
local support in the form of a County 
Option Income Tax or a County Adjusted 
Gross Income Tax. 


However the continued increase in 
property tax rates is not only a hardship 
for the individual taxpayer but is surely 
not a selling point for industry who are 
looking to locate in this area. 

I am also pointing out this potential 
increase because I have heard comments 
from the public that tax rates are increased 
and new rates enacted without the average 
taxpayer ever knowing about it. 

In this case, libraries have been granted 
the option to seek a tax increase every 
three years. The last increase was granted 
in 1983. Three years later, libraries are 
once again seeking an additional increase. 
The question arises. Will an increase be 
asked for every three years and if so was 
this the original intent of the law? 
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Library services would réturn to 
The Meadows at 25th Street and 
Ohio Boulevard under a plan being ~ 
drawn up by the Vigo County 
Public Library board. 

Library director Betty Martin : 
said during a meeting Monday that · 
the library and management of The 
Meadows have tentatively agreed. 
to terms of a lease. All that remain 
to be decided, she said; are contract ` 
language and where the library | 
would be situated. | 

“We hope to have the lease fully 
negotiated and ready for signing at 
the next board meeting, which will 
be Dec. 16," Martin said. "We are 
pleased they were able to respond 
to our request on locating the 
branch in Meadows." 

- She said 1,200 square feet would 
be leased in the lower level of the 
shopping center. 

e branch library at Meadows. 
was closed March 31, 1983, when 
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space it occupied was taken over... 


for.use by Meis Department Store. 
Since the closing time, eastside ; 
library users have been served by* 
a weekly Mediamobile visits or 
through other library locations. 
Martin said no remodeling will + 
begin until the agreement is 
signed. . 
“We cannot operate without а 
lease because we use public funds." ” 
She said she anticipates having : 
the branch operating by March. 
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Nearly 40 persons attending a 
seminar Wednesday in the Vigo 
County Public Library heard about 
government programs designed to 

ер businesses develop. 

ill Ray, Terre Haute Area 
Chamber of Commerce executive 
director, said the program resulted 
from a chamber survey of local 
industries last summer. 

“А pretty good number of people 
said they were interested in 
various parts of that program,” he 
said. 

Discussed during the program 
were industrial revenue bonds and 
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Urban Development Action 
Grants, educational resources, job- 
training programs, labor-manage- 
ment relations in the construction 
industry, and tax abatement. 

Commenting on the turnout, Ray 
said he wasn't concerned about 
great numbers. “I just wanted to do 
a good program for those who 
showed up." 

Mike Haley, vice president of 
Applied Computing Devices, which 
has used some of those programs, 
said the program was helpful. 

"The rules change all the time, 
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and we don't know it all," he said. 
^We [Applied Computing Devices] 
plan to continue growing and 
expanding. We have to keep up and 
use all the resources available." 

Haley likened the four-hour 
seminar to a continuing-education 
program, saying he learned some 
new things and his memory was 
refreshed on others. Р 

The seminar was co-sponsored 
by the chamber, the Alliance for 
Growth and Progress and the Terre 
Haute Department of Redevelop- 
ment. 
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Eastside library, will b 
reality again by end of winter 
———— —————— — 


By Liz Ciancone à 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A leisurely browse through the 
bookshelves is in the crystal ball 
for Terre Haute's eastside resi- 
dents. The Meadows Branch 
Library will reopen by late winter., 

Library board membérs ap- 
proved a three-year lease agrec- 
ment with Meadows owners at 
Monday's meeting. The board will 
lease about 1,200 square feet two 
doors north of Meis’ lower level. 

Library Director Betty Martin 
told board members that she had 
already made arrangements with 
Meis for handicapped people to use 
the elevator to get to the library. 

“We are very pleased with the 
agreement," Martin said. "It has 
taken a long time, but we feel this 
‘meets our commitment to eastside 
patrons to relocate at Meadows." 


Libaries 


Martin said much work remains 
to be done before the branch can be 
reopened, and March Е has been 
set as the target date. 

"We will need to build our book 
stock. We expect 50 to 60 percent 
of the stock will be new." she said. 


Here's a summary of other busi- 


ness to come before the; board. 


Tax appeal helps | 
The library had asked the state 


io restore 5 cents per $100 of 
assessed valuation cut from the 


proposed 1986 budget by the Vigo 
County board. The state restored 2 
cents. 
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become а 


A 207 


“That leaves us about $60,000 - 


short of the amount we estimated 
we'd need for 1986," Martin said, 
"but we can proceed with plans for 


The Meadows Branch and with the 


anticipated 
planned." 


salary 


increases 


increases included a 
$1,000 across-the-board increase 
for all salaried employees, an 
amount Martin said would help 
attract and’ retain top staff 
members? The budget also calls for 
a 2-percent increase above the 
equity increase based on a 
jr mance review. 


New г. ff Ibo 


Katherine Davis was introduced 
as the new audio-visual librarian, 

She was media coordinator at 
Georgia College before coming 
here. Prior to that she was on the 
staff at Mast Texas State Universi- 
ty. a 

She holds a master of science 
degree with a major in media as 
well as a master of library science 
degree and also the doctoral degree 
with a media major. all from East 
Texas State. Her appointment is 
effective Jan. 2. 


Salary 
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"Sewing with Nancy," from Carol Hendrixofthe a Vigo baia to any holder of 
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By Carol Swearingen 
Assistant Living Editor 


Most people imagine a "food page 
editor" spending several hours in 
the kitchen testing and tasting 
many of the delicious recipes that 
come across this desk. 

I have a confession to make = 1 
would rathor have a good book in 
my handa than a mixing spoon, 

As an avid reader of anything 
and everything, my feet 
automatically turn into a bookstore 
and I find myself browsing up and 
down the aisles looking for the 
newest paperback bestseller. 

But one recent duy my eyes were 
directed to the cookbook section 
because of the colorful and im- 
aginative covers. 

king closer I found cookbook 
after cookbook filled with all kinds 
of recipes you would ever need to 
prepare for any occasion. 

The Better Homes and Gardens 
cookbook series has everything ... 
“More From Your Wok,” meatless 
main dishes. crepes, after-work 
cookbook, time-saving dishes, 
microwave, casseroles, menus and 
tips to help busy schedules, fix-it- 
fast — 270 recipes you can bring to 
your table in minutes, ‘Eat and 
Stay Slim,” salads, a pork, sausage 
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and Һат cookbook, pasta, all-time 
favorites, meals for one or two, 
pum recipes made easy 
omemade cookies, fish an 
seafood, chocolate, oriental, calorie 
counters, low-salt... and the lint 
continues. 1 

Better Homes and Gardens also 
haa a soft-eover, revised and up 
dated version "New Cookbook' 
with nutrition analysis charts. The 
older version occupies many a 
homermaker's bookshelf. 

And don't forget tho selection of 
cookbooks from Good Housekeep- 
ing, Betty Crocker and Pillsbury 

tchens. They're staples in many 
kitchens. 

Through the years celebrities 
have published their favorites in 
cookbook form. Currently Dinah 
Shore's cookbook can be found on 
the bookstore shelves. And many 
public television viewers will гё- 
cognize the names of Jeff Smith, 
Pau; Prudhomme and Justin 
Wilson. 

Smith's big seller is "The Frugal 
Gourmet." He believes in getting 
the most for your money by buying 
the best meats, grains, fruits and 
vegetables you can afford and 
putting them to the best possible 
use. 

Chef Prudhomme's “Louisiana 
Kitchen" is Cajan and Creole 
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Library offers plenty 


Next time you visit the Vigo County Public Lib а ry, Seventh and 
T Streeta, take time to browse through the extensive 
collection of cookbooks. y 
Whether you are looking for a recipe for potato salad, chocolate 
cake or won-ton soup, Li will find it in the HE 
The collection includes recipes from Europe and other foreign 
countries, as well as various regions within the United States. 
Except for the specialized cookbooks housed in the reference 
department, the books may be checked out to take home and use. 
Recipes in the books in the reference department may be copied. 
Cookbooks also are available in the bracnh libraries, located in 
- Southland and Plaza North shopping centers. 
d remember, all you need is your little orange library card 


... по fees are charged. 


cooking of southern Louisiana. His 
size is the only testimony he needs. 
Another Cajan cookbook is 
“Cooking Cajan by Justin Wilson 
No. 2 Cookbook.” “I garontee” his 


. crawfish cocktail is cajan. 


The tried and true cookbooks: 


‚ “Joy of Cooking" by Irma S. 


Rombaur and Marion Rombaur 
Becker, James Beard's cookbooks, 
*From Julia Child's Kitchen," New 
York Times cookbook, Craig 


Claiborne's "The New York Times 
Cookbook" and “New York Times 
60-Minute Gourmet” by Pierre 
Franey contains everything from 
soup to nuts. 

Lee Baily, a designer of home 
furnishings, has a cookbook of 
“City Foods” and then a second 
cookbook of “Country Weekends.” 

Want to know how to make pot 
roast of elk with dumplings 
German style? The L.L. Bean 
Game and Fish cookbook has 


almost 500 recipes. _ | 

. “The Complete Asian Cookbook" 
has 800 authentic Asian recipes — 
made simple and created with a 
minimum of fuss in a Western 
kitchen from readily available in- 


dient, M 

“Silver Palate Cookbook" con- 
talns recipes, tips and menu from 
Manhattan's gourmet food shop. - 

Martha Stewart is contributing | 
food and entertaining editor for - 
House Beautiful magazine. Owner 
of a catering firm, she has a series 
of cookbooks of quick recipes for 
entertaining. 

*Don't Eat Your Heart Out" 
cookbook is a step-by-step guide to 
healthy cooking and eating for 
cardiac patients. With more than 
400 recipes, the cookbook's in- 
formation includes how to reduce 
cholesterol, salt, fat and sugar and 
still eat tasty foods. - 

Chicken lover? A cookbook 
featuring instructions "for an 
elegant profusion of chicken feasts 
accente by side dishes and salads” 
is called “How to Succeed with 
Chicken Without Even Frying.” 

“The Enchanted Broccoli Forest” 

‘by Mollie Katzen, author of 
Moosewood Cookbook, is a collec- 


tion of meatless recipes reflecting 
many different ethnic cooking 
styles. 


~ "Better Than КА ЭЕМ 
a 


cookbook of foods that most people - 
never knew they could make at _ 
- wips and without preservatives. 
A section of international — 
cookbooks has history and recipes 
from around the globe. Cookbooks | 
include Polish, German, Jewish, — 
French and Country French, = 
Italian, Mexican, Japanese, = ~ 
Chinese, etc. —— = zji 
Don't forget to check out the 
*American" cooking — from new 
American, pioneer aquare meala to 
timeless all-time favorites. | 
Another section holds cookbooks 
on entertaining, appetizers, 
barbecue, pasta, fondues, special 
diets, natural and vegetarian, 
breads, canning and freezing, cake 
decorating, desserts and tofu re- 
cipes. 
And for the connoisseur of pep- 
rs, "Hot Stuff" by Jessica В. · 
arris features peppery dishes for 
all occasions from more than 30 
countries ... from mild bell peppers 
to ultra fiery chilies. 
For those who enjoy MTV and 
those who have trouble visualizing 
the how-to and what the finished 


- product will look like, video 


cassettes are available of New 
York's Master Chefs series, Weight 
Watchers and “Eat to Win,” a 
sports nutrition video. 


. k А Tribune-Star/Bob Poynter 
From A to 2: Cookbooks found today are tempting in color, design, content. 


Searching: Joy McCrisaken, Mary Ann Gregory check out cookbooks at public library 
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County's branch libraries 


in full bloom after 25 years | 
Lj CFL 


BRARIES | 


By Liz Cianbón EB 0 1 1987 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Reading, belabored by some as a 
dying art, has created a blossoming 
of library branches in Vigo County 
since 1958. 

The idea of branch libraries got 
off to a slow start locally, but once 
the decision was made, the Vigo 
County Public Library kept up a 
brisk pace. Now a main library, 
four branches and a Mediamobile 
serve every corner of the county. 

Those who use the libraries will 
be honored at the last of three 25th 
anniversary open-house ob- 
servances from 1 to 4 p.m. Thurs- 
day in the Plaza North Branch. 

Meadows Branch Library opened 
in July 1958 as a branch of the 
Emeline Fairbanks Library 
before the county system was 
established. It has the distinction 
of being the first library branch in 
the United States in а shopping 


center. 

Stillman Taylor, then the 
librarian, got a lot of mileage on the 
lecture circuit from that innova- 
tion. 

The West Terre Haute branch 
was actually the first branch of the 
county system. It opened in 
September 1961, and two other 
branches followed soon after. The 
South Branch opened in January 
1962 and North Branch in 
February 1962. 

Ali three observed their 25th 
year of service to county citizens 
within the past few months. 

West Terre Haute got the first 
county branch because it had long 
clamored for library service in the 
community. Within 18. months 
after school reorganization — 
which reorganized the library, too 
— the Vigo County Public Library 
had signed a rent-to-buy agree- 
ment on the two-story brick build- 
ing the library still occupies. 


wu; МС 


То show their support, West 
Terre Haute citizens joined the 
library professionals оп their 
hands and knees to clean up the 
former tavern. Records show that 
nearly 300 citizens endured а 
sticky summer night to attend the 
grand opening on Sept. 5, 1961. 


Hilda Bledsoe was the first 


librarian, setting up shop with 
about 2,000 books, used furniture, 
no air conditioning and an limping 
furnace. ^ 
The library now owns the build- 
ing. It has air-conditioning and 
maintenance is tended to regularly. 
The collection has expanded from 
2,000 volumes to more than 12,000. 
Major improvements there in- 
cluded paving and landscaping the 
parking lot west of the building and 
the renovation of the upstairs as a 
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meeting raom. 

South was the second branch to 
open under the county system, 
cutting the ribbon on Jan. 26, 1962. 
The original location was across 
the street from Southland Shop- 
ping Center, but within six years 
the collection tripled and outgrew 
the building. 

The branch reopened in 
Southland Center in September 
1968 and observed its 25th year of 
service to the south county area as 
it began, with an open house. 

North Branch, now in Plaza 


oe 


North Shopping Center, began 
serving the citizens in the north on 
Feb. 5, 1962, from a building on 
Park Avenue in North Terre 
Haute. 

Growing pains sent the library 
administrators on a hunt for a 
larger, more centrally located site 
and the library was moved to the 
shopping center in 1967. 

is fall the branch closed for . 
several weeks for its first major 
renovation. Thursday's open house 
will provide people a chance to see 
the results. 


A look back: The South Branch Library has had only three: 
manager/librarians in its 25 years. Suzanne Van Reed, present 

manager, and Louise Barrick, the second manager, are pictured 

(above) in this 1971 photo. Margaret Lightfoot was the branch's 

first manager. The original South Branch (below) was located at 

3000 S. Seventh St. and opened in 1962. It moved to Southland 
Shopping Center in 1968. BH 
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By Liz Clanbénb EB 0 1 1987 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Reading, belabored by some as a 
dying art, has created a blossoming 
of library branches in Vigo County 
since 1958. 

The idea of branch libraries got 
off to a slow start locally, but once 
the decision was made, the Vigo 
County Public Library kept up a 
brisk pace. Now a main library, 
four branches and a Mediamobile 
serve every corner of the county. 

Those who use the libraries will 
be honored at the last of three 25th 
anniversary open-house ob- 
servances from 1 to 4 p.m. Thurs- 
day in the Plaza North Branch. 

Meadows Branch Library opened 
in July 1958 as a branch of the 
Emeline Fairbanks Library — 
before the county system was 
established. It has the distinction 
of being the first library branch in 
the United States in a shopping 
center. 

Stillman Taylor, then the 
librarian, got a lot of mileage on the 
lecture circuit from that innova- 
tion. 

The West Terre Haute branch 
was actually the first branch of the 
county system. It opened in 
September 1961, and two other 
branches followed soon after. The 
South Branch opened in January 
1962 and North Branch: in 
February 1962. 

1 three observed their 25th 
year of service to county citizens 
within the past few months. 

West Terre Haute got the first 
county branch because it had long 
clamored for library service in the 
community. Within 18. months 
after school reorganization — 
which reorganized the library, too 
— the Vigo County Public Library 
had signed a rent-to-buy agree- 
ment on the two-story brick build- 
ing the library still occupies. 


To show their support, West 
Terre Haute citizens joined the 
library professionals оп their 
hands and knees to clean up the 
former tavern. Records show that 
nearly 300 citizens endured а 
Bticky summer night to attend the 
grand opening оп Sept. 5, 1961. . 

Hilda Bledsoe was the first 
librarian, setting up shop with 
about 2,000 books, used furniture, 
no air conditioning and an limping 
furnace. 54 

The library now owns the build- 
ing. It has air-conditioning and 
maintenance is tended to regularly. 
The collection has expanded from 
2,000 volumes to more than 12,000. 

ajor improvements there in- 
cluded paving and landscaping the 
parking lot west of the building and 
the renovation of the upstairs as a 


mecting raom. 

South was the second branch to 
open under the county system, 
cutting the ribbon on Jan. 26, 1962. 
The original location was across 
the street from Southland Shop- 
ping Center, but within six years 
the collection tripled and outgrew 
the building. 

The branch reopened in 
Southland Center in September 
1968 and observed its 25th year of 
service to the south county area as 
it began, with an open house. 

North Branch, now in Plaza 
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North Shopping Center, began 
serving the citizens in the north on 
Feb. 5, 1962, from a building on 
Park Avenue in North Terre 
Haute. 

Growing pains sent the library 
administrators on a hunt for a 
larger, more centrally located site 
and the library was moved to the 
Shopping center in 1967. 

is fall the branch closed for 
several weeks for its first major 
renovation. Thursday’s open house 
will provide people a chance to see 
the results. 
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library’s lack of lighting 


To the Editor: 

] am awed by the structural beauty of 
vour library. The outside looks 
wonderful with the modern architecture 
and splendid lawn. Inside, the angles of 
shadows create a sereneness. 

The books are fairly easy to find on 
the shelves and help is plentiful in the 
reference section. 

Sounds like the perfect library doesn’t 
it? 

Guess again. 

I was deceived by the beauty and 
organization. I really thought studying 
there would be a fresh break from the 
plain gray walls of the Cunningham 
Memorial Library. 

I walked all through the general 
collection area looking for a good study 
space. I was appalled by the lack of 
light. The study desks at the ends of the 
rows looked somewhat promising. but 
when I sat down, І could not pull my 
chair under the desk. A metal platform 
was in the way. Of course this isn't so 
bad for reading. but to write, I must pull 
my chair up so I can reach the desk. I 
also noticed that more than half of the 
desk was dark with shadow and the 
little light was dim. I couldnt even read 
without straining my eyes. 

| wandered on. All of these "conve- 
nient" desks were the same, except a 
few. They were darker. 

{ was not satisfied with the lighting 
near the opening to the center court. It 


was better than that of the aisle desks, 
but stili I was squinting in the shadows. 

At the back of the collection, I found 
the perfect light! Sunlight coming 
through the windows made up for the 
lack of artificial light. Of course, during 
the evening hours, this area would be as 
dark as the rest of the area. No matter, 
it was 3 p.m. and the light looked 
beautiful to my strained eyes. Now, the 
next step in my safari: to find a sunny 
place to study. Just my luck, I needed 
a table or desk. All this excitement was 
for nothing. There were several reading 
chairs and couple of coffee tables. So 
much for the great light. 

I had searched the entire jungle of the 
general collection. I left the area and 
found myself in center court. I didn't 
need to check out a book, and AV was 
not on my agenda. Then I saw an 
enclosed room. А quiet study area with 
lights? Of course not. At closer range I 
read the words "Group Services." I 
didn't think they could help a group of 
one. 

My expedition led me to the reference 
area. Perhaps this was where the 
scholars go. I found some carrels. The 
light was low, but I decided to tolerate 
it. My only alternative was to leave. As 
I tried to study, noises began echoing 
around me. А slight whisper sounds as 
a booming voice. А knocking noise from 
above resounded throughout the room. 
The people (including staff) at the 


Vigo library: Pretty to look at, hard on the eyes. 


checkout counter couldn't get enough 
gossip. The noise of their chatter broke 
my last ounce of concentration. 


That is why I wrote a letter instead 
of studying. Please forgive any mis- 
takes, because I even found it hard to 
concentrate on this letter as an entire 
family found a need to talk about home 
matters while playing in the card 
catalog. 


1 must escape this jungle. 
From now on it's the gray walls of the 


ISU library for me and anyone that asks 
me about a library. 


So long, cruel real world. l'm going 
back to my secure haven at college. — 
Cynthia S. Martin 

— Fort Wayne 


P.S. I am grateful that I am putting 
my money toward tuition to support the 
campus library and not paying taxes on 
the wasted building of the public 
library. 
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The library legacy pid anui 


„Nigo County's 


one are the days of tne 

librarian in crepe soled 

shoes, dedicated to 

maintaining absolute 
quiet. 

The modern library is service- 
minded, and if that means a low 
hum of activity and quiet 
бата, ~ be it. A 

oomington librarian visiting soon 
after the new library opened called 
it “a cathedral in the medieval 
sense — a place where people 
gathered, met friends and studied 
or meditated.” 

The Vigo County Public Library 
celebrated its eighth year of 
serving the public from New Main 
this spring, but libraries have been 
a of Terre Haute since 1818 
when a board of trustees was 
named to oversee library affairs. 
No record of library service exists 
before 1822, but by 1832, a county 
library was listed among the 
attractions of the city. 

It wasn't until the late '50s or 
early '60s that library service 
became county-wide again. 

In the interim, Terre Haute 
citizens were served by a variety of 
public and private lending libraries 
— some of them overlapping dates. 
Continuous pube library service 
dates from the spring of 1882 when 
the library was established with a 
levy of 2 cents рег $100 апа ac 
in the second-floor location of what 
had been the Terre Haute Library 
Association at 6241 Main St., now 
Wabash Ave., and reopened as the 
Terre Haute Public Library. 

In 1896, after moving from 
rented site to rented site in the 
downtown area, the library got its 
own building. The board bought the 
Universalist Church property at 
119 N. Eighth St. and remodeled it 
at a cost of $8,340.53. 

As Terre Haute grew, so did its 
need for more library space and 
services. In 1906, Crawford 
Fairbanks gave a lavish gift to the 
city — a new library in memory of 
his mother, Emeline Fairbanks. 
The building on North Seventh 
Street still stands as an 
architectural gem. The stained- 
glass dome in the main readin; 
room features portraits of | 
notables side-by-side with literary 

8 and was once illuminated 
at night. 

The memorial library served the 
needs of the city, and after 1961 the 
county, until 1979 when the 
present library opened its doors. 


ong before the new building 
became a reality, Emeline 
Fairbanks Memorial 
Library had outgrown its 
space. No longer a mere repository 
for collecting and lending books, 
the library had branched out into 
circulating other means of 
communication: records, films and 
art prints. There wasn't room to 
PAN. А iginall idered adding 
ео conside 
a wing just hoch of Fairbanks. It 
was the only direction open to us," 
said then-librarian Sti K. 
Taylorinarecenttelephone _ 
interview from his home in Quincy, 
Ill. “But, we were then under the 
jurisdiction of the school board. We 
couldn't bond and they wouldn't." 
Taylor offered a temporary 
solution — branch libraries and 
county-wide service through a 
mediamobile. The first branch was 
at Meadows Center. Soon after the 
library acquired a building in West 
Terre Haute to open a branch 
there. Branches south and north 


followed. Taylor's ЕЕ was 
highly successful and has become 
permanent. 

Branches couldn't solve all the 
space problems and efforts to build 
continued. But first it was 
necessary to separate the library 
board from the school board. 

Taylor said he came to believe 
that ill-feeling resulting from that 
effort became associated with him 
as an individual. He decided to 
leave so that library service could 
go forward. 

It was Taylor's successor, Ed 
Howard, who finally got the project 
off the ground. He worked closely 
with Betty Martin who succeeded 
him as library director when ill- 
re forced his retirement in 

"Ed's real interest was in 
community service," Martin said, 
“but he accepted the she sup ad 
of realizing the new building 
because he knew it had to be done 
to serve the community." 

The first step was to buy the 
property, — the site of Wiley High 

ool — but then the project was 
put on hold. 

“The community was reluctant to 
build because of a new bonded 
indebtedness for North and South 
high schools,” Martin said. “But we 
were permitted to hire consultants 
to do an analysis of our program 
and activities.” 

There were more delays and 
disappointments, but finally, on a 
cold day in 1978, the cornerstone 
was laid and the new building 
opened the following April. 


he plan includes a young 
people’s library and a 
complex of meeting rooms 
and staff areas on the lower 
level. The main floor has a 
reference room, a genealogy room, 
an audio/visual collection and a 
room for circulating books with a 
reading area for magazines and 
newspapers. You will find library 
offices on the balcony level 
overlooking a conversational 
grouping and the building’s 
architectural distinction, a 
chandelier of seed lights. 

The offer of free public meeting 
rooms more than any other feature 
of the native sandstone buildi 
has brought thousands of pea e 
through the doors — nearly 50,000 
last year. In addition to books, the 
library circulates m. ines, 
videotapes, films, audiotapes, 
rs sand pupa сиса, 

And the library is looking for 
future growth. А comp 
inventory and check-out system 
will be operational this summer, 
expanding the library's ability to 
locate materials and get them in 
the hands of borrowers. 

“Library service has been 
revolutionized by computers," 
Martin said. “They enable us to 
organize information in we 
pieces and retrieve it quickly and 
that's the basic function of any 
library. ks 

“We're still seeing possibilities,” 
she added. “Computers won’t do 
away with books, but they are one 
of the most useful tools to come 
along since the Dewey decimal 


system. 

A tool it will remain. 

“The greatest fear people have of 
computers is that they don’t want 
human contact eliminated,” Martin 
said. “We won't replace the friendl 
librarian with a machine — we wi 
just use machines to help.” 


library service dates back some 155 years 


Я Р Tribune-Star/Jim Avelis 
Relax in the stacks: A history buff, John Compton finds interesting reading every day in Terre Haute's downtown library. 


P Я : Tribune-Star/Jim Avelis 
A variety of service and settings: Library employee Dion Rivers (left) checks out video 
Cassettes in the downtown library for Linda and Craig Sharp. Over in the children's 


Section, Monica Gresh, 6, relaxes (above center) in an animal chair to preview a book. 
The notable architecture of the main library building is best viewed in the lobby where 


arge chandelier hangs overhead. 


{ 
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. | Thirteen is an unlucky number, 
dt least for the Vigo County Public 
ibrary folks who say goodbye to 
tivo long-time board members next 
honth. ; 
&Æthel Bell and Carolyn Hensen 
dach complete 13 years on the 
oard in July. Both were appointed 
ih 1974 to the first independent 
library board, paving the way for 
he new building and for a re- 
tharkable period of growth and 
dxpansion of library service in Vigo 
Q'ounty. 
In terms of service, Henson is the 
enior member. She was first 


1983. 

native of Washington, D.C., 
1 earned a master’s degree in 

ursing from Yale University. It 

was while she was operating room 

Supervisor in the Veteran's ; Ad- 


] 


wa 
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ministration Hospital in 
Tuskeegee, Ala., that she met and 
Dried the late Dr. Iverson C. 
Bell. 

They moved to Terre Haute in 
the early '50s. Dr. Bell established 
a veterinary medicine practice and 
Mrs. Bell taught nursing at St. 
Anthony Hospital. 

In 1964 she became associate 
professor of nursing at Indiana 
State University and is now direc- 
tor of educational resources for the 
School of Nursing at ISU. She 
earned a second master's degree at 
ISU in 1972. 


elect in 1978 and state president in 
1979. 

In 1980, she headed an ILTA 
caravan that conducted seminars 
in library boardsmanship in nine 
areas of the state. In recognition of 


her contributions, the ILTA and its 
professional counterpart, the In- 
diana Library Association, chose 
her as Indianas Outstanding 
Library Trustee in 1983. 

А native of Florida, Henson holds 
a bachelor of science degree in 
chemistry from Florida State Un- 
iversity. She was a laboratory 
chemist at FSU and later in the 
biochemistry department at 
Purdue University. 

She has been particularly in- 
terested in using new technology to 
better serve the public. 


Martin. 

"They took time to learn what 
the library should do and worked 
hard to provide the best service 

ssible to the citizens of Vigo 

ounty." 


ppointed July 16, 1974, by the “I’ve always enjoyed learning," “I am a great believer in keeping Com 
Wigo County Commissioners. That she said, <a! why her up-to-date,” she said. "mur, 
theans she outranks Bell by 24 service-on the library board meant She is also convinced that a У Ar. 
ours. Bell was named to: the so much to her. library board member "must have “Sirs p, J 
ljbrary board the following day by She is particularly proud of the а feel for the community — what lig 
then Circuit Court Judge C. Joseph new main library which was segments of the community want 
inderson. .planned and completed during her and need. | , 
"| The judge's power of appoint- board service. She is especially Library staff members said their 
nent has been transferred to the pleased with the service orienta- goodbyes at a reception followin hs 
Wigo County Council, which will боп of the current library staff and the June board meeting, but Be bo 
ame Bell's successor. administration. and Henson will continue to serve : 
Library board members may Henson has been an officer on until the County Council and the 
Serve no more than three con- the Vigo County library board, but County Commissioners act to name 
secutive four-year terms. has been even more active at the replacements. 
{Bell was named vice president of state level. She is the only VCPL ou can use words like tireless, 
the library board in 1975 and board member to have served on dedicated, devoted, but it all boils 
Érved seven consecutive terms іп the Indiana Library Trustees As- down to the simple fact that Ethel 
t office. She was elected to two — sociation's executive board — as and Carolyn cared about the 
8 as board president in 1982 secretary in 1976, vice president- library," said VCPL director Betty oC 


Something. new: Carolyn Henson and Ethel Bell display library cards. 
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* Library director Betty Martin told board members 
Ree that service statistics for all state libraries are 
mtained in the 1986 edition of “Statistics of Indiana 
Dibraries," compiled by the extension division of the 

Њаіапа State Library. 

` The library ranks seventh in the state in terms of 
population served, but has moved up to sixth place in 
Several catetories. It ranks sixth in total items loaned 
(159,829), circulation of items ра capita (6.74), 
number of reference transactions (75,580), percentage 
of reference transactions per capita (0.67), percentage 

) Population registered (36 percent) and number of 
‘holdings el capita (2.56). 

*"It is the library user in Vigo County who really 
makes the library look good in the rankings with a 
iurprising average of 18.67 items borrowe per year 
E registered borrower," Martin said. "Only tne South 
Bend Public Library surpasses the VCPL in this 
category in the top 10 libraries." 

«Martin said she hopes that means the library is 
bBsically doing a good job of meeting the needs of area 
cKizens. 

"It also means that people in Vigo County seem to 
respond to the library and those who do use the library 
uje it heavily," she said. 

‘Libraries serving larger populations, in order of size, 
е Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, Merrillville, South 
Jend, Evansville and Gary. Rounding out the top 10 

e Lafayette, Valparaiso and Monroe County. 

«Vigo County has 40,607 registered borrowers and 

&а 288,101 holdings. 
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Library spurns literacy 


. The Vigo County Public Library board has 
turned down an opportunity to develop a 
computerized literacy program in cooperation 
with the Western Indiana Private Industry 
Council. 


Hackleman said there was insufficient time 
to get board approval, arrange for interim 
funding and allow time to prepare suitable 
space to operate the program. 

Patrick Daugherty, executive director of 


“programs, including the MIS computer system, 

software, audiovisual equipment, materials and 
supplies to any agency willing to provide 
program space and a full-time staff member to 
conduct the program. 

Kathy Hackleman, community services 

librarian, said the library “certainly supports 
the effort, but we don’t feel we can get involved 
‘at this time.” She cited time restraints, space 
limitations and a tight budget for 1988. 
. The library received WIPIC's invitation to 
‘submit a proposal Oct. 19, with the final 
‘proposal due today. 
А e literacy program as proposed by WIPIC 
‘carries a start-up date of Jan. 1. 


one agency asked to submit a proposal. 

“We have contacted schools and' libraries in 
each of the counties we serve," he said, adding 
that the universal problem seems to be finding 
money to pay a full-time staff member to 
manage the program. ^ 

«І understand the Housing Authority is 
toying with it and I understand we-have had a 
number of inquiries," he said. "We could work 
with any agency needing a little more time to 
submit a proposal and, although we hope to 
start up by Jan. 1, that would be negotiated 
too." Fa 

Hackleman also expressed some concern that 


Vic 
ize Conty Public Library 


Comm uly Ajfairs File 


program 


the Comprehensive Competency Program 
specified by WIPIC might not be the program 
of choice for the individual conducting the 
program. 

“It’s a good program for that age group [18 to 
22], but not necessarily for low-achieving 
readers or older adults,” she said. “We believe 


there are needs beyond that age group, It needs - 


to be broader.” У 

Daugherty said the WIPIC board had ех- 
amined several programs and chose CCP 
because it includes math skills as well as 
reading skills. 

"We are looking at it from the employer's 
perspective," he said. 

The proposed 1988 library budget will already 
have to be cut by $170,000 because of a $5 | 
million decline in Vigo County's assessed | 
valuation for next year, library director Betty 
Martin said. | 
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re-elected Joan Kutlu, president; 
Susan Hoffman and Eva Hopp, vice 
presidents; Meredith McGowan, 
secretary; Elizabeth Weller, 
treasurer; and directors Nina Bab- 


cock, Jim Brown, David Buchanan, 


the Rev. Chuck Fisher, Robert 
Mardis and Ed Quick. 

Also at the library, 83 people 
showed up to hear local attorney 
Mike McCormick present a brown- 
bag talk at the local library June 16 
on local athletes. 


Pri Ut 
By Dave Delaney 
|. Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


"Terre Haute has the seventh 
“largest library in the state, as 
‘determined by number of people 
“served. ? 
- 1: “But we're fifth in Indiana in our 
.per capita circulation," library 
füirector Betty Martin said. 
-Statistics on the local library show 
fhat the average person in Vigo 
unty checks out 6.74 items from 
“the library annually. 
` Statistics suggest it, but that’s 
“not what actually happens. 
`= The truth of the matter is that 
“Only 45 percent of Vigo County's 
.112,000 people have library cards. 
‘And those 50,400 people take out 
-an average 14.99 items per year. 
“Мете a reference and resources 
‘center for а six-county area,” 
in said. The library requires 
‘the services of 58 full-time people 
‘aided by 30 part-time employées. 
Baer nei by a sophisticated com- 


эса 


puter network, the local library сап 
‘Bow seek out books and other items 
from libraries hundreds of miles 


avay: | 

e get items for people from 
places like Bloomington, Chicago 
‚апа Salt Lake City" through the 
Am рау, loan system, Martin 
sai 


“Last year, the Vigo County 
Public Library checked out 755,625 
items. Of that number 273,722 
went through the downtown 
branch, 139,365 went through the 
south branch, 101,192 went 
through the north branch, 77,323 
through the Meadows branch, and 
45,080 were processed through the 
West Terre Haute branch. "We've 
had a marketing committee at the 
library for the past two years,” 
Martins said. "We're looking at 
things we can do to help our 
targeted markets." 

_ The library would like to in- 


Lending thrives where business is good 
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Checking out the library: Katie and Kyle Morris with library worker Pam Etling. 


crease the number of people who 
have library cards by 10 percent. 
“We're telling people about getting 
free library cards,” Martin said. 
While library cards have always 
been free, they’re reminding people 
of that fact. 

Martin doesn’t want to pit one 
library branch against another, but 
she said some do more business 
than others. 

“Southland is our busiest branch 
library,” Martin said, describing 
that part of town as a crossroads 
with a “strong residential area.” 
Martin said that at one time the 
traffic into Southland and North 
Plaza libraries was about even. 

“Plaza North is dying on the 
vine," Martin said. Declining busi- 
ness has a direct effect on the 


number of people who use a nearby 
library, she said. “Libraries tend to 
thrive in an area where business 
thrives." 

She said the West Terre Haute 
library is not located in a shopping 
center, so traffic suffers. Martin 
also said that children tend to read 
more books than adults. She said 
many youngsters will read from 10 
to 12 books a year, while many 
adults don't read one book a year. 

The Mediamobile brought 34,272 
items to customers last year, she 
said. ^That service is intended to 
bring the library to people who 
don't have access to libraries." 

The Mediamobile hauls items to 
33 stations about the county — the 
jail, juvenile center, Happiness Bag 
and elderly housing sites among 


them. 

Martin said last year that about 
515,000 persons visited the main 
library, its branches or the 
Mediamobile. Of that number, 
70,325 had questions to ask. This 
resulted in 618 researches con- 
ducted by the staff — a research 
being a search of more than half an 
hour. 

Also during 1987, 52,211 persons 
attended meetings at the library 
booked by 2,710 groups or or- 
ganizations. 

The Vigo County Public Library 
subscribes to 575 different 
periodicals. It has 308,838 items in 
its print, audio and video collec- 
tions, 286,683 books and 5,294 
records. 
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Gift could draw national 


attention to publi 


feries 
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The Vigo County Public Library 
recently received a number of gifts 
— one of which could attract 
national attention. 

The Fort Harrison Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion gave the library a com- 
puterized index of the 1860 Indiana 
census and the microfilmed Index 
of Indiana vital statistics from 
1850 to 1920. Total value of the 
gifts is more than $1,200. 

The microfiche census index is 
an expanded, every-name index 
and inlcudes age, birthplace, 
township, county and census page 
number which will make it easier 
for genealogists and family 
members, to locate those listed in 
the census. 


More than 18 million responses 
were entered from the original 
census records and the com- 
puterization took more than four 
years work by the Indiana His- 
torical Society and Indiana Un- 
iversity Purdue University at In- 
dianapolis. (TUPUD). 

IHS expects the project will be 
useful to a wide range of scholars. 
The computer program created for 
the project can be applied by other 
states to their 1860 census, or 
Indiana can apply it to consensus 
of other years. 1 

“No one has ever done this 
before," said Ruth Dorrel, in charge 
of transcribing and entering the 
data, describes the project as 


с. library 


pioneering. 

The Indiana vital statistics from 
1840 to 1920 are indexes of births, 
deaths and marriages developed by 
the Indiana Works Project Ad- 
ministration and the originals are 
in the Indiana State Library. 

Other recent gifts included a 
tabletop display unit from the 
Friends of the Library to be used to 
publicize library services, two gift 
videotapes "Sentenced for Life" by 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
and "Power Sewing" by The Sewing 
Connection. 

Edward D. Jones & Co. paid for 
subscriptions to 10 magazines of 
general interest, titles chosen by 
the library. 
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Action on Sunday? 


Spromunisy Affews 
Periodica 


owntow 
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ts one of the busiest places in 
town on a Sunday afternoon. 

Doors open at 1 p.m., and you 
have to get there on time to get a 
good seat. . 

A good seat, if you're interested 
in the latest in what's happening in 
the world, is where the current 
newspapers and new magazines. 
are. 

This is where the action is, and 
there's lots of it on a typical Sunday 
in the Vigo County Public Library. 

Who comes here, and why? 

That's a question that's nagged 
at me whenever I've sat browsing 
through a Sunday "New York 
Times" or "Washington Post." 

Dean Williams sat pouring over 
the "Atlanta Constitution's" want- 
ad section when I put the question 
to her: “I plan on relocating south 
to Georgia," the former Gerstmeyer 
High School student explained. 
Her daughter, Martha, a 12-year- 
old Sarah Scott Junior High School 
seventh grader, said she's excited 
at the prospect of moving. 

The mother and daughter team 
come to the library often, Martha 
said. "I like to look up dolls ... 
Barbie Dolls .. in the ‘Doll Re- 
ader.” 

Lieu Ho, 27, who came to Terre 
Haute a decade ago from her native 
Nhatrang in South Vietnam, was 
reading the French magazine 
“Paris Match” when I asked her 
what brought her to the library. 

“I guess its a habit,” the J.I. 
Case буе. told me. "When I go 
to school I go to the library all the 
time, and so I still go now. I like to 
read magazines." 

Lieu studied accounting at In- 
diana State University when she 
came to the Wabash Valley with 
her brother-in-law, then a Rose- 
Hulman Institute of Technology 
student. 

Dan Clarke, the chef with the 
big, operatic-tenor voice from Deli- 
on-the-Green in Honey Creek 
Square Mall, stopped by on his way 
to the stacks in the back of the 
room. ТУ ' 

“I love coming to the library,” 
Dan said. "I had an aunt who was 
a librarian at Ohio State Universi- 
ty. She was quite a character ... 
started a commune with five other 
women from the university and 
they were in it up until, oh, 10 
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Wake-up call . 


Р 5 A veteran 


newswoman, 
Kaufman 
writes here 
each Monday, 
Wednesday, 
Friday and 
Sunday about 
life and those 
who live it in 


By Susan J. the Wabash 
Kaufman Valley. 
years ago." 


Dan told me his great-aunt had 
been a dean of women at Ohio 
Wesleyan University, prior to join- 
ing the OSU staff. She'd 
guaranteed that position for herself 

y donating a sizeable chunk of the 
Clarke family land to the school. 
She was well into her 90s when she 
died. 

“I recognized you from your 
picture, Karl Rader, a retired 
'l'erre Haute Malleable employee, 
told me as he looked up from the 
front page of "The Tribune-Star." 

"I come to read the morning 
"Irib-Star' and 'The Indianapolis 
News' and check on the magazines 
... New Republic’ and ‘New Yorker’, 
‘Physics Today’ and ‘Science 
Digest’,” Karl, a Brazil native, who 
is a daily visitor said. 

Another library patron, who had 
been looking over Dean Williams’ 
shoulder at the Atlanta paper 
earlier, apparently didn’t cotton to 
my interviewing folks while they 
were reading. 

He walked up to Karl and said 
loudly, “I would of told her to stick 


it (expletive deleted). It’s irrele- 


vant! We don’t come here to play 
ping-pong, You should think about 
that Karl!” Y І 
The irritated reader stopped 
briefly where I sat and repeated his 
views about where I could put my 
question, ping-pong and the re- 
levancy of my query. 
“He’s a bit touchy,” Karl told me 
later. 4 
Well, who said everybody had to 
be friendly in the library? — . 
It sure makes for more exciting 
reading than in my living room. 
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Public Library is a good place to start, 
éspecialty if your family has lived in 
the Wabash Valley for many years. 

Nancy Sherrill, who has been head of 
Special Collections since 1978, offered this 
advice: “The first thing is to talk to all of the 
people in your family who know names, dates 
and places. That will give you some idea of 
where to start. Take it a step at a time. 

“Once you get back a few years, you'll find 
information about Vigo County and about 
some neighboring counties in the library. We 
also have some information about other 
states.” 

Sherrill added, “Look to prove and to 
‘disprove. Information handed down іп 
families for years and years can get garbled 
as people talk.” 

Special Collections harbors a wealth of 
information about the 1800s. “If you need a 
marriage license from 1940 you'll have to go 
to the courthouse,” Sherrill explained. “But if 
you need a marriage license from 1840, you'll 
find it in the library." 

In Special Collections you will find: 

ө Microfilms of Terre Haute newspapers 
dating back to 1823, although there are gaps 
and missing dates. 

€ Censuses, including microfilms of 1900 
and 1910 for all of Indiana. There is no index 
for the 1910 census. Names are listed in the 
order the census taker listed the information. 
An index accompanies the 1900 census. 

"Censuses offer quite a lot of information," 
Sherrill said. “If the people were immigrants, 
the country they came from is listed. The ages 
and the places where they were born are 
always included." 

Sherrill said there is no census for 1890 
because the records were destroyed in a fire 
in Washington, D.C. 

Indiana censuses for 1880 (microfilm and 
index), for 1870 and 1860 (no index for the 
entire state) and 1850 (microfilm and index) 
also are available. 


hinking about tracing your family tree? 
"T Special Collections in the Vigo County 


iis E RECO 
is genealogist s friend 


e City directóries go back to 1858. “The 
directories skip around,” Sherrill said, “but if 
you know a family lived in Terre Haute you 
can trace them for years and years. 

“The directories are just like those of today. 
They give name, occupation and address. We 
also have a few directories for Vigo County.” 

e An index to marriage and death 
certificates. “This information is arranged in 
alphabetical order and tells the book and page 
number where the records are on file,” Sherrill 
explained. 

€ Cemetery records. “These records were 
compiled by people in the county,’ the 
librarian said. “We do not have records for the 
big cemeteries, like Roselawn Memoria! Park.” 

е Courthouse records. “А few years ago the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
(Mormon Church) microfilmed records in the 
courthouse,” Sherrill said. “Through the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, we 
have copies of that microfilm, including 
marriage licenses, deeds, wills, probates, some 
guardianships and naturalizations. The mar- 
riages and wills begin with the beginning of 
the county and go to 1920. 

“This does not include everything at the 
courthouse, just what the Mormons thought 
had genealogical value.” 

€ High school yearbooks. The collection is 
not complete, but contains yearbooks from the 
Terre Haute schools — Wiley, Schulte, 
Gerstmeyer, Garfield — and from some county 
schools. 

€ County histories and indexes. Sherrill said 
some counties in Illinois — Edgar and Clark, 
for example — are included in the collection. 

€ How-to books. “We also have books to tell 
you how to trace your family tree," Sherrill 
said. She listed "Searching For Your 
Ancestors" by Gilbert Doan and James B. Bell 
(also available in paperback) and "The Handy 
Book for Genealogists" including each county 
and county seat in each state, as two popular 
works. Я 

Other sources include: 

е Books. Subjects range from family history, 
to passenger lists of ships arriving in America, 
to applications for Revolutionary War 
pensions. 

€ Periodicals from various states about 
genealogy and local history. 


e Early maps of Terre Haute and Vigo 
County. The 1874 Atlas is illustrated. Another 
map indicates the location of wards and street 
car lines. 

€ An index of obituaries. "We clip the 
obituaries in The Tribune-Star every morn- 
ing,” Sherrill said. “Those from 1985 to the 
present are in the file. Those from 1967 to 
1984 are on microfilm." 

e Miscellaneous. The “Miscellaneous File" 
contains a hodgepodge of information collected 
from scrapbooks, newspapers clippings, etc. 
“Use your imagination when you use this file,” 
Sherrill cautioned. “Look under several dif- 
ferent subjects. Some obituaries are included 
... This file can be invaluable." 


do everything here. Youll have to 

visit the cemeteries and go to the 
courthouse and, maybe, to the state library. 
But this is a good place to start, especially if 
the family is from Terre Haute. 

“People come in and stay all day,” she said. 
"They come from out of state, especially in the 
summer when they use their vacations to visit 
the places their ancestors lived. We have had 
people from Oklahoma, Washington and 
California. 

“We also get letters and telephone calls from 
all over the country. 

Special Collections is open from 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Monday through Thursday, from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Fridays, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturdays, and from 1 to 5 p.m. Sundays. A 
member of the staff is available at all times 
to answer questions and offer assistance. 
Sherrill urged library patrons not to be 
intimidated by the microfilms. “Someone will 
help you," she said. 

The young librarian enjoys her work. “It is 
like trying to be a detective and all of the clues 
are 100 years old and all of the suspects are 
dead,” she smiled and said. “Some people just 
like the searching." 

Once in a while, records cannot be located. 
"Maybe the courthouse burned," Sherrill 
explained. "Tracing records is difficult in the 
South because so much was destroyed during 
the Civil War ... And, sometimes, records just 
disappear. If nothing is preserved, then you 
can't find anything." 


lancing about the room on the cold. 
( | cloudy day, Sherrill added, “You can’t.’ 
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the Vigo County Public Library says tracing a family history 5 
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Archivist found historical 


treasures 
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By Dave Delaney 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Sometimes being an archivist is as exciting as going 
on a treasure hunt. 

A hunt through the Vigo County Public Library : 
archives can turn up an autographed copy of local poet 
Max Ehrmann's famous poem, “Desidcrata,” personal 
letters from social activist Eugene V. Debs, and files 
from a local attorney who served in the Rutherford B. 
Hayes administration. 

"It can be fascinating," says someone who should. 
know — Lois Harris. 

Harris, 65, retired Friday as the first and only 
archivist the Vigo County Public Library has had since 
the library opened in 1978. 

The archives is a 35- by 30-foot room situated in the 
lower level of the library. It is filled with shelves of 
gray cardboard containers. Temperature and humidity 
in the room remain constant year around. 

"We collect things in depth," Harris said of the 
appoximately 200 different collections on file. *We 
literally preserve history." 

The material collected on most individual subjects 
fits into one box; some take more. The largest file — 
material for the local Chamber of Commerce from 
1914 to 1965 — fills 30 boxes. 

The archives also contain television reels from local 
stations and numerous old photographs. Other items 
include records of the Garfield High School football 


at her fingertips 


team from 1912 to 1970. 

"Here's an interesting picture," said Harris, showing 
the 1914 Wiley High School football team lying on the 
grass by the school, where the library now stands. 

"Items in the archives tell us a lot about our 
community and background," Harris said. 

A file contains items relating to Richard W. 
Thompson, a local attorney who became secretary of 
the Navy under President Hayes. Thompson also had 
a hand in building the Panama Canal. 

“Thompson lived on Springhill Road and as a young 
man rode to town on horseback,” Harris said. 

Harris earned a bachelor's degree from the 
University of Illinois and master's in literature from 
the University of Cincinnati. She also earned — at age 
52 — a master's in library science from Indiana State 
University. 

The Chicago native who once taught English at the 
University of Massachusetts said a good archivist 
must love history, be a stickler for detail and enjoy 
organizing material. Manual dexterity also is 
necessary to mend deteriorating manuscripts. 

Harris plans to stay busy in retirement. She's 
working with Frances Hughes on a book about Terre 
Haute artist Amalia Kuessner, a prominent turn-of- 
the-centuryminiature portrait artist. 

"Lois has always tried to find the human element 
of each archive collection,” said Clarence Brink, 
coordinator of references services. Results of Harris’ 
research have often find their way into her Sunday 
column, "From the Archives," published in The 
Tribune-Star. 
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Retired: Vigo County's first and only archivist, Lois Harris, studies 19th century books. 


VIGO COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


LIBRARY USER SURVEY 


The Vigo County Public Library is conducting a survey to help improve 
present services and to plan future ones. Please help us in our planning 
by completing this questionnaire during your visit to the library today. 
When you have finished, drop it in one of the containers near the door. 
The information you provide will be a big help in our planning. Thank 
you for your cooperation. 


A. Today's visit to the library 


1. What did you do on your visit today? (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY.) 
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Brought someone to the library 

Returned library materials 

Looked for a specific record, magazine or book 
Browsed for leisure reading materials 

Selected and picked up materials for self 

Checked out materials for others 

Used the catalog to locate materials 

Obtained help from a librarian in locating materials 
Used reference materials 

Used books or magazines to find specific information 
Obtained help from a librarian in finding information 
Read magazines or newspapers 

Studied in the library with own materials 

Came with or met friend 

Consulted librarian as a resource person 

Got a library card 

Attended a library program 

Used meeting room 

Used copy machine 

Other (please describe) 


What types of materials did you check out today? 


(PLACE X BESIDE 


EACH TYPE.) 
a. Records 
b. Audio cassette 
c. 16mm Films 
d. Video cassette 
e. 16mm Projector 
f. Timex computer 
g. 8mm Films 
h. Other non-print materials 
i. Pamphlet materials 
j. Magazines 
k. Newspapers 
1. Framed art prints 
m. Adult hardback fiction 
n. Adult hardback non-fiction 
o. Adult paperbacks 
p. Young adult (Y) hardback fiction 
q. Young adult (Y) hardback non-fiction 
r. Young adult (Y) paperbacks 
s. Children's (J) hardback fiction 
t. Children's (J) hardback non-fiction 
u. Children's (J) paperbacks 
v. Other (please describe) 
w. None 


Did you come to the library today to: 


a. 
b. 
et 
d. 


Look for a particular item or items 

Get an answer to a specific question 
Both 

Neither of the above (GO TO QUESTION 10) 


Did you look for your item(s) or information by: 


сг ш 


a. 


Author/Title 
Subject/Topic 

Both 

Other (please describe) 


Did you find what you were looking for? 


a. 
b. 
ар 


Found everything I was looking for (GO TO QUESTION 7) 
Found some of what I was looking for 
Did not find what I was looking for 


Of the things you could not find, were they: 


a. Specific materials - (you knew the Author and/or Title) 
b. Subject/Topic information 

c. Both (combination of Author/Title and Subject/Topic) 

d. Other (please describe) 


Which of the following actions did you take in seeking the items or 
information. (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY.) 


a. Looked for item in card catalog to see if library owned 

b. Checked shelf location for item 

C. Asked library staff for help 

d. Browsed collection 

e. Used signs in building to try and locate materials 

f. Requested the item be reserved 

g. Asked if the item was available at another Vigo County 
library location 

h. Asked that the material be borrowed from another library 


through interlibrary loan 
Other (please describe) 


E 
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Check in column (1) below the library services or collections you used 
today. For each item checked, give your opinion by checking whether 
you are satisfied [column 2] or not satisfied [column 3] with that 
service or collection. 


(1) (2) сз) 
Used Today Satisfied Not Satisfied 

a. 16mm film collection 

b. Interlibrary loan 

c. Video cassette collection 

d. Paperback collection 

e. Hardback fiction collection 

f. Hardback non-fiction collection 

g. Children's book collection 

h. Magazine collection 

i. Newspaper collection 

j. Children's record or audio 
cassette collection 

k. Adult record or audio 
cassette collection 

]. Staff help 

m. Reference collection 

n Library programs for children 

о. Library programs for young 
adults 

p. Library programs for adults 


Other (please specify) 
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9. If you have checked Not Satisfied for any item in Question 8, please 
mark the reasons below. 


a. Item I wanted was not available on the shelf 
b. Library did not own item I wanted 

с. Locating materials was difficult 

d. Staff help was inadequate 

e. Item I wanted could not be checked out 

f. Not enough programs being offered 

g. Do not like to be placed on waiting list 

h. Subject was not listed in card catalog 

i. Other (please describe) 


10. Was it easy for you to get to the Vigo County Public Library facility 
you are at today? 


a. Yes (GO TO QUESTION 12) 
b. No 


11. (IF NO) Why not? (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY.) 
a 


. Takes too long to get here 
b. Library is too far from my home 
C. Library hours are inconvenient 
d. No transportation is available 
e. Physical problems make visits difficult 
f. Other (please describe) 


B. Use of the Vigo County Public Library System 
12. Which library facilities have you used? (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY.) 


a. Main Library 

7th & Poplar Streets 
b. North Branch 

Plaza North Shopping Center 
с. East Branch 

Meadows Shopping Center 
d. South Branch 

Southland Shopping Center 
e. West Branch 


West Terre Haute 


ў? 


Mediamobile 
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14. 


Та 


16. 
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Which library facility have you used the most? (CHECK ONLY ONE.) 
a. Main Library 
North Branch 


c. East Branch 
d. West Branch 
e. South Branch 
f. Mediamobile 


How often have you used the library facility checked in Question 13? 
(CHECK ONLY ONE.) 


Weekly 
At least once a month 
6 to 11 times a year 


a боб o t£ 


1 to 5 times a year 


Why do you use that library facility most often? (CHECK ALL THAT 
APPLY. 


[e] ~~ 
LJ 


Closest to my home 


b. Closest to my job 

c. More familiar with this facility 

d. Better selection of materials 

e. Like the staff better 

f. Feel safer using this facility 

g. Convenient hours 

h. Convenient to shopping or other errands 
i. Other (please describe) 


Are you satisfied with current library hours at the library facility 
you usually use? 


Yes 
b. No 


w 


(IF NO) What changes in hours would you like to have? (CHECK ALL 
THAT APPLY.) i 


a. More morning hours 
b. More evening hours 
c. More weekend hours 
d. Other (please specify) 


18. 


19. 


20. 


en 


What are the three most important purposes for which you use the 
public library? Please rank in order of importance by putting 1 
beside the most important purpose, 2 beside the second most impor- 
tant, and 3 beside your third purpose. 


a. For information or materials related to school 

b. For information or materials related to job or career 
c. For information related to personal interests or needs 
d. To acquire reading materials for leisure time use 

e. To acquire non-book materials for leisure time use 

f. Something else. What? 


Are you usually able to get the items you want in a reasonable 
length of time? 


Yes 
No 


How long are you usually willing to wait for materials that are 
not available? (CHECK ONLY ONE.) 


a. One to three days 

b. Up to one week 

c. Two to three weeks 

d. One month 

e. Six weeks 

f. It really doesn't matter 
g. Other (please specify) 


Which one of the following changes would most increase your satisfaction 


with the Vigo County Public Library system? (CHECK ONLY ONE.) 


a. No opinion 

b. No change necessary 

C. Library open on Sunday all year long 

d. Increased hours 

e. New, more convenient locations of service 

f. Expanded bookmobile service 

g. More book titles for adults 

h. More copies of Bestseller and popular titles 

i. More books for young adults 

j. More books for children 

k. More records 

l. Better information and other staff services 

m. Моге staff 

n. More library programs for children 

о. More library programs for young adults 

p. More library programs for adults 

q. Special services for the aging, homebound, handicapped, 
and confined 

r. Other (please describe) 


22. Please check YES or NO for each of the following statements. 
Would you like to know more about the Vigo County 


Public Library's: YES NO 
a. Facilities and how to use Тһет?................ 
Bre” SERVAGCOS eee VOTIS ЖОРЫК EN Migs tebe ecw les 
am AP rogram Te Py es уыт АК Л. C ro Eus e... 
d. Materials e cds SMM NES de. Е, О.о. 


23. Do you have a current Vigo County Public Library card? 


ao. ONES 


24. Do you use any library other than the Vigo County Public Library 
System? 


b LAUS 
b. NO (GO TO QUESTION 26) 


25. (IF YES) What other libraries do you use? (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY.) 


a. School library 

b. College library 

c. Government library 

d. Business or industrial library 
e. Other (please describe) 


C. Personal Information 


26. Are you a permanent resident of Vigo County? 
aV YES 
b. NO (IF NO GO TO QUESTION 28) 


27. How long have you lived in Vigo County? (CHECK ONE. ) 


a. Less than two years 

b. Two to five years 

C. Five to ten years 

d. Eleven to twenty five years 
e. More than twenty five years 


28. Do you attend one of the colleges in the County? 
YES 
NO 


w 


с 


29. What is the highest level of school you have completed? (CHECK ONE.) 


a. 8 years or less 

b. Some high school 

c. High school graduate 

d. Vocational or technical school 
e. Some college 

f. College graduate 

g. Graduate work 


30. What is your age? 


a. 18-24 years old 
b. 25-34 years old 
C. 35-44 years old 
d. 45-54 years old 
e. 55-64 years old 
f. 65 and over 


31. What is your sex? 


Male 
b. Female 


я 
. 


32. What is your Zip Code? 


33. Have you been called for a telephone interview as part of the 
Library's telephone survey of Vigo County citizens? 


YES 
NO 


We would welcome any criticisms, comments, or suggestions that you might 
make for improving library services. If more space is needed, use back 
of this page. A summary of the results will be available at all Vigo 
County Public Library locations after January, 1985. THANK YOU FOR 
COMPLETING THIS QUESTIONNAIRE. 
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LIST OF CONTENTS FOR CORNERSTONE BOX 
Revised November 15, 1977 


Judgment of Superior Court of Vigo County, Division II, 
Junes207 1975;,""5 p^ 
"Rule Favors Library Board, Tribune, June 26 1975. 


"Decision Favors Library; May Proceed with Building,” 
Star, June 27, 1975. 


The Voter, League of Women Voters, Terre Haute, September 
ono, р] Lax 2. 


Bond Sale brochure, by Traub and Company, May 3, 1976, 
280p. 


Annual Report for year ending December 31, 1976, Taxpayers 
Association of Vigo County. 


VCPL brochures: 1977 Facts about the VCPL, What To See 
in Vigo County, and What To Do in and around Vigo County. 


VCPL Staff Bulletin, March 1977 and August 1977. 


Invitation announcement of Groundbreaking, April 22, 1977, 
and photograph of Library Board at groundbreaking. 


by Irene McDonough, 216 p. Photograph of author. 
Newspaper articles announcing cornerstone laying ceremony. 
Audiotape cassettes of Special Board Meetings of May 25, 


1976 (bond sale) and April 5, 1977 (bid opening for prime 
contract work). 


Adopted 21 November 1977 by Library Board. 


Items added after 21 November: 


13m 


14. 


Videcassette tape of groundbreaking ceremony, April 22, 1977. 
8 x 10 color photograph of early construction taken July 

27, 1977 from General Telephone building on Poplar Street 
looking northwest to site. (Bob Bruce, photographer) 


Selected color slides of various phases of early construction, 
March-October 1977. 


VCPL Staff Directory, June 1977 issue (updated). 


Spectator, November 26, 1977 issue. 


Historic Items for Cornerstone... р» 2 


The judgment of the Superior Court of Vigo County 
upholding the validity of the Class I Library Board and its 
authority to issue bonds for the construction of the new library 
will also be included. This ruling was made as a result of 
a petition filed by the League of Women Voters to calrify 
the legality of the board and the bond issue. 

A tentative list of items suggested to be placed in the 
cornerstone will be acted on by the Board Monday night. The 
list follows: 

Judgment of Superior Court of Vigo County, Division II, 
June 25, 1975, 5 p. 

"Rule Favors Library Board," Tribune, June 26, 1975. 

"Decision Favors Library; May Proceed with Building," 
Star, June 27, 1975. 

The Voter, League of Women Voters, Terre Haute, September 
ПБУ & 2. 

Bond Sale brochure, by Traub and Company, May 3, 1976, 
20-08 

Annual Report for year ending December 31, 1976, 
Taxpayers Association of Vigo County. 

VCPL brochures: 1977 Facts about the VCPL, What To See 
in Vigo County, and What To Do in and around Vigo County. 

VCPL Staff Bulletin, March 1977 and August 1977. 

Invitation announcement of Groundbreaking, April 22, 


1977, and photograph of Library Board at groundbreaking. 


Historic Items for Cornerstone... р% 3 


History of the Public Library in Vigo County 1816-1 , 
by Irene McDonough, 216 р. Photograph of author. 
Newspapers announcing cornerstone laying ceremony. 
Audiotape cassettes of Special Board Meetings of 
May 25, 1976 (bond sale) and April 5, 1977 (bid opening for 


prime contract work). 
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1985 FACTS 


ABOUT THE 
VIGO COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 


A WABASH VALLEY 
RESOURCE 


The Vigo County Public Library system consists 
of the new main library, four branch libraries and 
a mediamobile. Its governing body is the VCPL 
Board of Trustees and the library director is Betty 
C. Martin. 

As a member of the Indiana Teletype Network 
and the computer-based Indiana Information Retrie- 
val System (INDIRS), VCPL serves the six-county 
Wabash Valley trading area. It also participates in 
the Indiana-Cooperative Library Services Authority 
(INCOLSA), а national .computerized bibliographic 
exchange; and the Library Resource Sharing Program 
through the Indiana State Library, а state wide 
reciprocal borrowing program. VCPL is a member of 
the ten-county Area 7 & 10 Library Services 
Authority for shared reference and referral 
services, interlibrary loans, and in service 
training of staffs, and is one of two interlibrary 
loan and reference referral centers in Area 7 & 10. 


Population Served.......... e... 112,385 
Registered Votérs.............. 55» 5 2 65,203 
Registered BorrowerS...........2222225. 36,000 


A COMMUNITY INSTITUTION 
SINCE 1882 


On May 20, 1982 the Vigo County Public Library 
celebrated it 100th anniversary. Its history dates 
back to 1882 when local school trustees purchased 
the existing public library from the Terre Haute 
Library Association. The new Terre Haute Public 
Library became the Emeline Fairbanks Memorial 
Library in 1906, then in 1961 expanded to include 
all of Vigo County. 

In 1974, the school-library board voted to 
change the VCPL to a Class I Library with an 
appointed Board of Trustees. The members as of May 
1985 are Ethel Bell, James Brown, George Dunkin, 
William Fenton, Carolyn Henson, William Price and 
Patricia Smith. 

А main library building at One Library Square 
on South 7th between Walnut and Poplar streets was 


opened in April 1979. 
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LIBRARY SERVICES 


LENDING SERVICES...citizens of Vigo County borrowed 
735,160 items in 1984. 


REFERENCE SERVICES...answers any question...assists 
in locating information...provides reader advisory 
service...maintains files on local community 
affairs as recorded in newspapers, minutes of 
public boards, newsletters of organizations, 
etc...has special collections area housing mater- 
ials of local historical significance including 
the recently acquired Vigo County Historical 
Society collection, county histories, city direc- 
tories, and Indiana census records of 1850 and 
1900...has a genealogy librarian to assist in 
tracing family history. 


AUDIOVISUAL SERVICES...provides listener/view- 
er advisory  service...lends cassettes and re- 
corders, 8mm апа 16mm films and projectors, 
35mm slides, art prints, personal computers, 
cameras, videotapes. ..viewing audience totaled 
more than 782,000 last year. 


GROUP SERVICES...staffed by a professional planner 
for program assistance to any group or organ- 
ization...makes available а wide range of special- 
ized information, ideas and materials for programs 
and displays...maintains file on speakers, sched- 
ules library meeting rooms and conducts tours. 


YOUNG PEOPLES SERVICES...provides personal assis- 
tance to preschool and school-age children...offers 
Programs ranging form story periods and crafts to 
films and tours...Co-operates with Wabash Valley 
Reading Council апа youth-serving agencies...con- 
sults with parents, teachers and group leaders. 


BRANCHES...branch libraries are located at Plaza 
North and Southland shopping centers and in West 
Terre Haute...provide materials for adults and 
children...programs for pre-school and school age 
children. 


MEDIAMOBILE SERVICES..operates mediamobile which 
serves citizens in inner-city neighborhoods, 
outlying communities and rural areas...maintains 
collections at Dreiser Square, Hyte Community 
Center, Vigo County Jail and twenty-five other 
locations. 


PUBLIC MEETING ROOMS...main library has three 
meeting rooms which seat 55 each and which can be 
combined into one large room seating 165; on small 
meeting room seating up to 25...meeting rooms are 
available at West Terre Haute, Southland and Plaza 
North branch libraries...over 52,000 citizens used 
VCPL meeting rooms last year. 


———— С 


LIBRARY BUDGET (1985) 


Salaries & benefits................. 22. $1,234,089 
SUupplieS.. J.A e. cls о o s o oc Ми, PRLEBDO 
Contracted services & charges.............$380,735 
Materials & equipment.............. 252554 $237,413 


$1,924,037 


Assessed valuation........... 0.05224 $377,685,270 
Library operating tax rate............ «2... $. 41500 
Bond & interest tax га\е....................$.0700 
Bond & interest rate payments.............$389,088 


INFORMATION RESOURCES 


Art prints WEE „ҖЫ. cerner. 250 
Audio tapes EE. he... 7...2...» terse 1,478 
Books (print & microfilm)............ 4. - 270,386 
Елзе рае, ИИ De ques des с eiu d 
Gamen.. . a. sepa s o TIBET © o e оз НИВОА 
Information services (titles)................. . 108 
Lo MES UC RS CLE oo MPETER ecc «so ЙГ 
Magazines (CLtYBspl.G P ЧОЕ. eo Сога о-о АЙЕ 
Maps/chartsi. ^... a cede «6 uou bie rs. 308 
Motion picture 8mm films............. eee 223 
Motion picture l6mm films................ 39... .938 
Newspapers (titles)................... ze ate) « toh +228 
Nonbook printed items............. 2.05444. 402,975 
PhODOLrecOrdE. vies e a ла e T 7492 
SIides"(setS$).. ЖАУ. JE... UE Ue CORSO. ..150 
Videotapes: ЖЕ. „и. eed. e ...288 


EQUIPMENT FOR LENDING 


Audiovisual 
Filmstrip projector 
Motion picture 16mm projector 
Opaque projector 
Overhead projector 
Polaroid camera 
Projection screen 
Public address system 
Slide projector 
Slide-sound.system 
Speech timer 


Group Services 
Easel 
Lectern 


SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 


Film Catalog 

Directory of Voluntary Organizations 
Combined Church Materials List 

What To Do In and Around Vigo County 
What To See in Vigo County 
Mediamobile Schedule 

Preschool Story Times 

Summer Reading Programs 

Reference Services 

Special Collections 


VCPL Publications Office 785 
One Library Square 
Terre Haute IN 47807 

(812) 232-1113 


